P&F's Sports Coordinator Report 2021

Another challenging year for the students, staff and parents of St Joseph’s. Unfortunately, COVID resulted in the cancellation of many sporting events, however, we were blessed to get a number of key events completed early in the year. 

Swimming:
All swimmers displayed wonderful school spirit, enthusiasm and skill throughout the day and should be very proud of their efforts. A big Thank you must go to Mrs Kylie Grose and Mrs Christine Smith for their organisation of the event as well as the staff and parents that were present on the day who assisted with the setup, running and pack up of the carnival. Congratulations to Green House on the overall win. 
St Joseph’s sent team of 20 students that went on to represent the School at the South Coast Diocesan Carnival. These students performed extremely well and St Joseph’s was named Overall Champion Boys School and Overall Champion Girls School. Collectively, this led to St Joseph’s being named Overall Champion School for the fourth consecutive year.
St Joseph’s then had a number of students go on to represent the Diocese of Wollongong at the PSSA Championships. 

Wollongong Diocesan Swim Team 
	Zane Ashcroft 
	Callan Primmer 

	London Campbell
	Alex Villiami

	Andy Kennedy
	

	Junior Boys and Girls Relay Team
	Senior Boys and Girls Relay Team




Cross Country
The cross country carnival is an amazing community event. The atmosphere is electric and the students have a fantastic time.
The top three students from each age group qualified to compete at the Diocesan championships as part of the school team. Of the 24 students representing St Joseph’s 11 gained selection in the Wollongong Diocesan Team. Congratulations to the girls who were named Overall Champion Girls School and contributed significantly to the school placing second in the Overall Champion Point Score.

Wollongong Diocesan Cross Country Team 
	Sebastian Benefiel
	Joel Olbourne

	Emily Benefiel
	Lorelei Gerathy

	Zane Ashcroft
	Callan Primmer

	Honor Brown
	Natalia Hall

	Daphne Weaton
	Maisie Caine

	Kyra Johnson
	






Other High Level Sporting Representation from St Joseph’s Students

Diocesan Combined Wollongong, Canberra/Goulburn AFL Selection  
Zane Ashcroft

Wollongong Diocesan Rugby League Selection 
Zane Ashcroft
Jett Donovan

Wollongong Diocesan, MacKillop and PSSA Tennis Selection 
Caitlin Abela

Wollongong Diocesan and McKillop Football Selection  
Joel Olbourne

Wollongong Diocesan Basketball Selection
Emily Benefiel

Wollongong Diocesan and McKillop Swim Team
Alex Villiami
London Campbell

Wollongong Diocesan and McKillop Cross Country
Callan Primmer
Joel Olbourne
Zane Ashcroft (Reserve)

Wollongong Diocesan Rugby Union
Khale Grose
Fred Duffy
Zane Ashcroft

Wollongong Diocesan Touch
Addison Ward
Torah Beath
Sam McMahon
Khale Grose
Zane Ashcroft

Wollongong Diocesan Touch and McKillop Touch 
Zane Ashcroft

An outstanding effort by all students and to have such a large number of students gain selection across a range of sports is really quite amazing.

St Joseph’s had 6 individuals and 1 team receive Diocesan Sporting Awards for their outstanding sporting achievements
	Caitlin Abela
	Joel Olbourne
	Zane Ashcroft

	Emily Benefiel
	Khale Grose
	Callan Primmer

	4x50m Junior Girls Freestyle Relay Team


After discussions with Kylie in relation to how the P&F could continue to best support the sports program at SJB the following requests were made for consideration.

1) While SJB has continued their close community relationship with Sandon Point Surf Club and was able to use their tents at the Swimming Carnival and Cross Country, she feels that the purchase of further tents with the school emblem on them would be beneficial for not only sporting events, but for the greater school community. She also recommended the purchase of tent weights because she once again had to borrow weights from the Wollongong Diocesan Office. Weights are essential to ensure the safety of attendees and are a mandatory requirement by council at Corrimal Pool. 

2) Clarification around the process where the P&F offer financial support to students selected in McKillop and PSSA teams. Kylie believes that in previous years there were plans to develop a letter that would be sent to students selected in McKillop / PSSA teams with the offer of capped financial support. She was hoping to get clarification as to whether this was still going ahead and if so, how will it be implemented.


Finally, I would like to thank all the students, staff (particularly Mrs Grose and Mrs Smith for the role they played as sport coordinators) and parents that played a part in the sports program in 2021. You time, effort and dedication is appreciated. I would also like to thank the P&F Committee for providing me with the opportunity to fulfil the role as the P&F’s Sports Coordinator.
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